Myxedema coma. A form of decompensated hypothyroidism.
This article describes the major pathophysiologic alterations that occur in patients with long-standing hypothyroidism and how these alterations may predispose them to the development of a decompensated state, commonly referred to as myxedema coma. Early recognition and the employment of appropriate interventions serve as the cornerstone for successful management of this condition. The use and limitations of thyroid hormone therapy for treatment of this condition are emphasized.